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Exploring Ethnic Diversity in Burma
Edited by Mikael Gravers

v Goes beyond the image of human rights abuses in Burma to probe
the country’s many ethnic and religious conflicts.

v The most comprehensive and detailed study ever of huge variety
of ethnic groups living in Burma.

v An important contribution to the study of formation of ethnic
identity, boundaries and space.

While the image of modern Myanmar/Burma tends to be couched in
terms of politics and human rights, in reality as well there are several
conflicts with ethnic and religious dimensions. In what is probably the
most comprehensive study of Burma’s ethnic minorities to date, this
volume discusses the historical formation of ethnic identity and its
complexities in relation to British colonial rule as well as to the modern
State, the present situation of military rule and its policy of ‘myanmari-
fication’. Changes of identity in exile and due to religious conversion are
analysed and discussed. Finally, the book probes into this complexity
and diversity and it provides more details and up-to-date information
than previously collected in one volume.

NIAS Studies in Asian Topics, 39
September 2006, 304 pp., illus.

Pbk e 87-91114-96-9  £16.99, $35
Burma and Japan Since 1940

From 'Co-Prosperity’ to 'Quiet Dialogue’
Donald M. Seekins

Vv Traces the influences of Japan on modern Burma, not least the
military (formed during the Japanese occupation).

vV Describes ongoing Japanese involvement with what is seen in
some quarters as a pariah state.

Vv Analyses the ambiguities of Japan’s policy of ‘quiet dialogue’ in an
international climate that asserts the spread of democratization
and human rights.

This volume traces Burma-Japan relations since 1940, i.e from the time
of the Japanese occupation, through the years up to 1988 during which
the Japanese government gave massive amounts of development aid
to Burma, and hence to the present day when Japan continues to pur-
sue a policy of ‘quiet dialogue’. As such, this volume will be of value
not only for an understanding of post-war Japanese diplomacy and aid
programmes, but also because it offers new material and insights on
the ongoing story of Burma itself.

NIAS Monographs, 106
September 2006, 224 pp., illus.
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How to order these books

All NIAS books can be ordered via any bookseller. But, to qualify for the
Burma Studies conference discount, these books need to be ordered
from NIAS directly (see opposite).



