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Listening for Coronavirus in eastern Bago and Mon

This report complements policy advice on responding to the social and economic impacts of coronavirus

pandemic, provided by Covenant (/CGG) to four Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAQOs) in southeast Myanmar.

This document is produced by Cardno solely for the benefit and use by the client in accordance with the
terms of the engagement. Cardno does not and shall not assume any responsibility or liability whatsoever to

any third party arising out of any use or reliance by any third party on the content of this document.

This material has been funded by UK aid from the UK Government, however the views expressed do not

necessarily reflect the UK Government’s official policies.
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Acronyms
CBO Community Based Organization
CGG Centre for Good Governance

CIDKP Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People
COVID -19 Coronavirus Disease 2019

CsoO Civil Society Organization

EAO Ethnic Armed Organization

GAD General Administration Department

GBV Gender —based Violence

GoM Government of Myanmar

HURFOM Human Rights Foundation of Monland
IDPs Internally Displaced Persons

INGO International Non-governmental Organization
JCSDO Jeepyah Civil Society Development Organization
KDHW Karen Department of Health and Welfare
KNLA Karen National Liberation Army

KNU Karen National Union

MNHC Mon National Health Committee

MOHS Ministry of Health and Sport

MP Member of Parliament

MRCA Myanmar Red Cross Association

MVs Mine Victims

MWO Mon Women’s Organization

NCA Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement

NGO Non-governmental Organization

NMSP New Mon State Party

NRPC National Reconciliation and Peace Centre
PA Public Address

PPE Personal Protective Equipment

QC Quarantine Centre

Qs Quarantine Stations

SLORC State Law and Order Restoration Council

SP Screening Points

TB Tuberculosis

WHO World Health Organization
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Jeepyah Civil Society Development Organization providing PPE to a local beneficiary
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1 “By early June, over 10,000 quarantine centres had been established across the country, at some points housing over 60,000
people ... heavy use of law enforcement to implement the lockdowns has led to overcrowding in already full prisons... In March, 67
websites - including prominent sites representing ethnic minorities, which often report human rights violations - were blocked by
internet providers at the behest of the Myanmar government, citing misinformation and ‘fake news’ about a COVID-19 as a
justification.” - Saferworld, Responses to COVID-19- ‘Building back better’: the security sector after COVID-19 (July 2020, p.4).
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In and around Kyauk Kyi (eastern Bago Region) interviews were conducted with villagers, CSOs, the KNU and its main relief and
development wing, the Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP), in areas of KNU control and “mixed
administration”. In Mawlamyine, interviews and reflections focused on central-southern Mon State, including NMSP areas. These are
some of the areas where Covenant had networks when the pandemic became a concern, and Myanmar entered varying degrees of
lock-down. No claims are made for comprehensive or inclusive information or analysis, but we believe these snapshots are
interesting and instructive.

Additional interviews were conducted with teachers in and around the Karen State capital of Hpa-an.
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Mon Women’s Organisation providing hand sanitizer in public hospital, Thanbyuzayat Township
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KNU Nyaunglaybin District (3 Brigade) officials distributing rice and cash in Keh Doh Village Tract
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4
During April and May, school buildings were used as QS. As schools were due to reopen in June, the Township coronavirus response
committee decided to move people to monastery. They used chlorine to clean the vacated school rooms.
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Local company donation to MRCA

S For migrant workers who returned to Kyauk Kyi through official arrangements, transportation was arranged from Myawaddy to
Paryargyi, and from Paryargyi to Kyaukkyi by the Township Covid-19 Protection and Control Committee - with full PPE. Trained MRCA
volunteers assisted in this process.
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6 Gaia Organisation (Gaia) is a newly-registered organisation working to empower grassroots and marginalized communities through
strengthening civil society actors to address poverty and enhance their capacity to help themselves; to influence local level policy
making processes; to influence local markets and build a fair trade culture by promoting socially responsible community-led
enterprises for economic development; to create spaces for dialogue between different stakeholders in order to build relationship,
trust and understanding, toward for positive social change. Gaia also implements peace-building projects to enhance an inclusive
peace process through multi-stakeholder dialogue, in Bago Region and in Kayin State.

The Gaia Organisation and its partners from eastern Bago and northern Karen initiated the Sittaung Thanzin network in 2013. The
Sittaung Thanzin Social Network represents 13 CBO/CSOs and individuals, including faith-based organisations. The Sittaung Thanzin
network creates informal spaces for local dialogue, and facilitates advocacy mechanisms to engage the public and other key
stakeholders.
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Gaia Sustainable Development Organization distributing support to landmine victims
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! HURFOM, How IDP Communities in Southern Burma/Myanmar are Struggling to Survive during COVID-19 (July 2020).

8 An assessment of NMSP governance and services delivery is available from the NMSP, on request.
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Temperature checking at an MoE school in Mon State (with and without social distancing)
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Mon Women’s Organisation handing out hand sanitizer in quarantine center, Waikarao village, Thanbyuzayat Township

o 8 out of 10 NCA signature EAOs accepted funds for coronavirus response from the government (not including the KNU or RCSS).
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10 For further details and analysis of impacts on communities, see HURFOM (July 2020).
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! The JCSDO is a local civil society organisation set up in 2012 with a vision to build up a peaceful, developed and sustained
democratic society full of harmony and respect, encouraging communities to change their attitude toward democratic value and
empower people’ capability through education channel and building local human resources. It targets vulnerable local people: youth,
farmers and women'’s not only leadership and management skills but also women’s meaningful participation and achieving leading
role. The JCSDO has partnership with various CSOs, and plans to report to state parliament and government at governance and
especially rule of law to practice cooperation and collaboration with the government for the peace and democratisation transition.

Mon women have been prominent in the peace process, particularly in relation to community development and education
activities. The MWO is mainly focussed on women’s participation in decision making and leadership roles, as well as women
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Mon Women'’s Organisation staff and women group from Abaw village, Ye township preparing for food distribution
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participation in the peace process. The MWO, founded in 1988, has helped to develop space for female empowerment and agency by
assisting women to access legal clinics, and following-up on individual cases particularly with local NMSP authorities - demonstrating
the influence of MWO in the Mon nationalist community, despite some underlying tensions with the NMSP. Another area where MWO
have supported community empowerment and widening democratic participation is voter education, together with Mon Youth
Educator Organisation for the upcoming 2020 election.
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Listening for Coronavirus in eastern Bago and Mon
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