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Prospects for Peace in Myanmar:

Opportunities and Threats

This paper examines the
peace process in Myanmar
from the perspectives of the
Myanmar government and
Army, and non-state armed
groups, as well as ethnic na-
tionality political and civil
society actors and conflict
affected communities. It ar-
gues that this is the best op-
portunity to resolve ethnic
conflicts in the country since
the military coup of 1962.
However, the peace process
will not ultimately succeed
unless the  government
demonstrates a commitment
to engage on the political is-
sues which have long struc-
tured armed conflicts in My-

anmar, and can also bring
fighting to an end in Kachin
and Shan States.

The paper sketches different
- sometimes contested - posi-
tions regarding the peace
process in Myanmar, on the
part of different ethnic ac-
tors, and analyses their strat-
egies. It goes on to describe
and discuss some of the
winners and losers in the
peace process. The paper ar-
gues that, in order to build a
sustainable and deep-rooted
peace process, it is necessary
to involve conflict-affected
communities and civil socie-
ty organisations and above-

ground ethnic political par-
ties; it is also necessary to re-
imagine peace and conflict in
Myanmar as issues affecting
the whole of society, includ-
ing the Burman majority.
The paper concludes by
sketching a  ‘framework
agreement’, by which the
government and representa-
tives of minority communi-
ties could move onto a sub-
stantial political discourse.

Ashley South

@Pmo

This PRIO Paper is also available in English: ISBN 978-82-7288-471-9








